
 

In the late 1990õs Horst Hegewald-

Kawich wrote a book titled Ratgeber 
Langhaar -Schäferhund  that explains a 

lot about the long coat shepherd. It also 
states a very important fact, that some 

long coats like his short coat sibling does 
have a thick undercoat and can be used 

as working dogs all around the world 
and in sport competitions like obedience, 

tracking, protection and agility. There is 
no correlation between a coat and a dogs 

working ability, although here in 
America and in Europe you will see a lot 

of long coat service dogs. The reason for 
this is that they are sold to service 

agencies and exported for less money. 
While European breeders will happily 

export their long coat dogs to other 
countries, we reap the benefits because 

we get a stunning, import dog from 
sound, concentrated bloodlines at a very 

reasonable price. And with it, all the 
exceptional characteristics and qualities 

we have come to love in the breed.  
 

Even though the long coat shepherd is 
not recognized for conformation shows, 

the long coatõs genetics are necessary in 
every quality breeding program. 

Shepherds with the stunning, plush coat 
and noble mane that we have come to 

love and admire, get this from the 
recessive long coat gene within the 

bloodlines. A long coat shepherd from 
short coat bloodlines will produce all 

coat lengths, not just long.  

 

It is described by many that the long coat 

German Shepherd is the gentle giant of the 
breed who is slightly more tuned than the 

average German Shepherd. Their pleasant 
disposition makes them more balanced, easy 

to train and extremely loyal to their owners.  
 

Their temperament and characteristics tend 
to be slightly different than the short coated 

shepherd. It seems that the long coat gene 
also carries with it more substantial bone, 

bigger bodies, and bouncy, silly characters 
who are fiercely in tune with the familyõs 

every emotion.  
 

The long coat shepherd is a pure bred 
German Shepherd who has simply received a 

recessive gene within its ancestry. Two short 
coat shepherds will produce long coat 

progeny if the recessive gene exists within 
their bloodlines. The presence of a long coat 

in your litter is a good sign because the sire 
and dam bred are carrying the historical 

genes of many years ago.   
 
The long coat is actually the father of the 

short coat. It was in 1899 that Max von 
Stephanitz founded the German SV Club 

(Schäferhund -Verein) and set the standard for 
the German Shepherd, which stated that the 

coat of the working dog be relatively short. 
Later on the F.C.I and VDH accepted this 

standard and unfortunately the long coat was 
viewed as undesirable and was no longer 

accepted in the breed, because he supposedly 
did not have any undercoat.  

By Maria Cosby 
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